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foreword

 F rom  the  moment  they  p i ck  up  the i r  f i r s t  c rayons ,
Evange l i ca l  Chr i s t i ans  a re  commanded  to  p reach
the i r  Gospe l  t o  the  wor ld .  And  Jews  a re  among
the i r  favor i t e  ta rge t s  ( co lo r  me  no t  su rpr i sed ! )
 
To  ach ieve  th i s  goa l ,  Evange l i ca l s  (b l e s s  the i r
hear t s )  have  assemb led  a  w ide  asso r tment  o f  “P roof
Tex t s ”  w i th i n  the  Jew i sh  Ho ly  Scr ip tu res .  These
tex t s ,  they  a rgue ,  suppor t  the i r  v i ew  tha t  Jesus  o f
Nazare th  was  the  Jews ’  p rom i sed  Mess iah .

In  th i s  e -book ,  you ’ l l  ge t  the  “ fu l l  p i c tu re ”  o f  these
verses  f rom  a  Jew i sh  perspec t ive .  I t ’ s  a  qu i ck ,
“co lo r  by  numbers ”  resource  tha t  you  can  use  to
counte r  the  a rguments  o f  m i s s i onar i e s  you  may
encounte r  i n  your  day- to -day  l i f e .  And  i t ’ s  based
upon  a  c l o se  read ing  o f  the  comp le te  tex t—one  tha t
doesn ’ t  impose  any  p reconce ived  no t i ons  upon  the
passages .
 
I  hope  tha t  th i s  e -book  w i l l  s t rengthen  the  roo t s  o f
your  Jew i sh  o r  Noah ide  observance ,  and  w i l l  s ta r t
you  on  a  j ou rney  toward  red i scover i ng  the  Jew i sh
Ho ly  Tex t s  i n  a l l  t he i r  beaut i fu l  co l o r s .
 
 

by  G ina  Ar len  
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And God said,
Let us make man
in our image…
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I s  God  one?   I s  God  th ree  i n  one?   I s  God  a lone?  
 I s  God  a  un i ty  o f  comp lex  persons?   We l l ,  i n  ou r
modern  day ,  the  answer  to  these  age  o ld  ques t i ons
a l l  depend  on  wh ich  s ide  o f  the  theo log ica l  fence
you  happen  to  s tand  on .   On  one  s ide  we  a re
presen ted  w i th  the  pos i t i on  o f  Juda i sm ;  tha t  God  i s
w i thou t  a  doubt  echad  ( one ) .   God  i s  an  u t te r l y
exc lus ive  be ing  ou t s ide  o f  t ime ,  space  &  human
unders tand ing .   On  the  o ther  s ide  o f  th i s  fence
s tands  the  ma ins t ream Chr i s t i an  pos i t i on .   I t  s ta tes
tha t  w i th i n  the  s i ngu la r  “Godhead“  i s  a  compos i te
o f  th ree  separa te  bu t  equa l  “Persons . ”   The  on ly
rema in ing  ques t i on  i s  whose  s ide  o f  the  fence  does
the  B ib le  s tand  on?

 A  common  Chr i s t i an  i n te rpre ta t i on  tha t  suppor t s
the i r  p l u ra l  na tu re  o f  God  i s  found  i n  the  very  f i r s t
chapte r  o f  the  B ib le .   The  verse  reads  as  fo l l ows ,
“And God  sa id ,  Let  us  make  man  in  our  image,
af ter  our  l i keness :  and  le t  them have  domin ion
over  the  f i sh  o f  the  sea ,  and  over  the  fowl  o f
the  a i r ,  and  over  the  cat t le ,  and  over  a l l  the
earth ,  and  over  every  creep ing  th ing  that
creepeth  upon  the  earth . ”  (Genes i s  1 :26  KJV) .  
 Clear l y ,  we  see  two  s t r i k i ng  words  used  i n  th i s
verse  as  God  i s  speak ing ,  u s  and  our .   Are  these
two  l i t t l e  words  ac tua l l y  so  l a rge  i n  mean ing  tha t
they   undoubted ly  p rove  the  Chr i s t i an  pos i t i on?  
 What  does  the  o ther  s ide  o f  the  fence  have  to
say?

When  the  B ib le  i s  s tud ied ,  the  mos t  impor tan t  too l  
 i n  the  p roverb ia l  t oo lbox  i s  con tex t .   I t  i s  t rue ,  i f
one  reads  the  twenty-s i x th  ver se  o f  the  f i r s t
chapte r  o f  Genes i s  by  i t se l f  under  a  magn i fy ing  



after our
likeness…
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g lass ,  then  the  conc lus i on  may  be  d rawn  tha t  God
has  a  k i nd  o f  p lu ra l i t y .   Th i s  i s  exac t l y  why  an
exam ina t i on  o f  the  chapte r  i n  i t s  en t i re ty  i s  so
impor tan t .   Le t  u s  now,  toge ther ,  back t rack  a  few
verses  and  iden t i fy  to  whom God  i s  speak ing .  
 “And  God  sa id ,  Let  the  ear th  br ing  for th  grass ,
the  herb  y ie ld ing  seed,  and  the  f ru i t  t ree
y ie ld ing  f ru i t  a f ter  h i s  k ind ,  whose  seed  i s  i n
i t se l f ,  upon  the  earth :  and  i t  was  so . ”  (Genes i s
1 : 1 1  KJV) .   God  speaks  d i rec t l y  to  the  Ear th  i t se l f
and  a l l ows  i t  t o  take  par t  i n  c rea t i on  a l ong  w i th
H im .   Th i s  i s  how we  can  unders tand  tha t  the
p lan t s  can  reproduce ,  g row &  obta in  nour i shment
f rom  the  so i l ;  because  f rom  the  so i l  t hey  were
brought  fo r th .
 
“And  God  sa id ,  Let  the  ear th  br ing  for th  the
l iv ing  creature  af ter  h i s  k ind ,  cat t le ,  and
creep ing  th ing ,  and  beast  o f  the  ear th  af ter  h i s
k ind :  and  i t  was  so . “  (Genes i s  1 :24  KJV) .   Aga in ,
we  a re  p resen ted  w i th  God  ca l l i ng  upon  the  Ear th
to  take  par t  i n  c rea t i on .   In  the  same  manner  as  i t
b rought  fo r th  p lan t s ,  now i t  b r i ngs  fo r th  an ima l s .  
 Carbon ,  the  bu i l d i ng  b lock  o f  a l l  l i f e  i s  found  i n
abundance  i n  so i l .   Th i s  aga in  conf i rms  tha t  the
Ear th  p rov ides  the  mater ia l s  fo r  l i f e  and  i s  a  se l f
sus ta in i ng  mechan i sm  o f  re juvenat i on ,  j u s t  as  the
tex t  i n  Genes i s  recount s .

 We  now have  iden t i f i ed  the  con tex t  wh ich  was
absen t  i n  ou r  read ing  o f  Genes i s  1 : 26 .   We  have
es tab l i shed  tha t  God  ca l l s  upon  the  Ear th  to  b r i ng
fo r th  l i f e  i n  i t s  vas t  a r ray  o f  fo rms .  Therefo re ,  l e t
us  now re read  the  twenty-s i x th  ver se  w i th  th i s  new
unders tand ing .
 



“And God  sa id ,  Let  us  make  man  in  our  image,
af ter  our  l i keness :  and  le t  them have  domin ion
over  the  f i sh  o f  the  sea ,  and  over  the  fowl  o f
the  a i r ,  and  over  the  cat t le ,  and  over  a l l  the
earth ,  and  over  every  creep ing  th ing  that
creepeth  upon  the  earth . ”  (Genes i s  1 :26  KJV ) .  
 What  p i c tu re  i s  now pa in ted  by  the  tex t  as  we
read  i t  i n  con tex t  w i th  the  p rev ious ly  p rov ided
in fo rmat i on?   Th i s  p i c tu re  i s  the  metaphor i ca l  Mona
L i sa  o f  God ’ s  c rea t i on .   No t  on ly  does  God  ca l l
upon  the  Ear th  to  p rov ide  the  phys i ca l  mate r ia l  bu t
He  H imse l f  b rea thes  the  d iv i ne  sou l  i n to  i t .   Th i s
b lend ing  o f  sp i r i t ua l  &  phys i ca l  c rea tes  an
exc lus ive  be ing ;  the  human .

Th i s  unders tand ing  i s  re i t e ra ted  br i l l i an t l y  by  K ing
So lomon ,”Then  sha l l  the  dus t  return  to  the  earth
as  i t  was :  and  the  sp i r i t  sha l l  re turn  unto  God
who gave  i t . ”  ( Ecc les ias tes  12 :7  KJV) .  We can
res t  assu r red ,  i f  ou r  i n te rpre ta t i on  agrees  w i th
tha t  o f  the  w i ses t  man  to  ever  l i ve  then  we  mus t  be
on  the  r igh t  t rack !  

and let them have
dominion…
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Oph idophob ia .   What  does  such  a  l ong  s t range
word  mean?   I t  i s  someth ing  mos t  o f  u s  can  re la te
to ;  some  more  s t rong ly  than  o thers .   I t  i s  t he  fear
o f  snakes .   Over  f i f ty  percen t  o f  the  Amer i can
popu la t i on  exper i ences  some  type  o f  uneasy
fee l i ng  i n  regards  to  ou r  s l i t he r i ng  compan ions .   I s
th i s  l eg les s  anx ie ty  mere  co inc idence  o r  someth ing
deep ly  roo ted  i n  ou r  o r ig i na l  ances to r s?   We  a re
about  to  f i nd  ou t .

Accord ing  to  ma ins t ream Chr i s t i an i ty ,  the  se rpen t
we  see  i n  Genes i s  th ree  i s  a  phys i ca l  embod iment
o f  a  fa l l en  ange l  they  know as  Sa tan .   I s  th i s  page
of  the i r  co lo r i ng  book  accura te ly  pa in ted  o r  a re
the  l i nes  o f  b ib l i ca l  and  mytho log ica l  be ing
crossed?   We  can  on ly  know fo r  ce r ta in  by  d iv i ng
deep  i n to  the  b lack  and  wh i te  o f  the  b ib le  i t se l f .

“Now the  serpent  was  more  subt i l  than  any
beast  o f  the  f ie ld  wh ich  the  Lord  God  had  made .
And  he  sa id  unto  the  woman,  Yea,  hath  God
sa id ,  Ye  sha l l  not  eat  o f  every  t ree  of  the
garden?”  (Genes i s  3 : 1  KJV) .   As  ment i oned
before ,  the  mos t  impor tan t  c rayon  i n  the  box  i s  the
co lo r  o f  con tex t .   Here  we  a re  shown  tha t  the
serpent  i s  re fe r red  to  i n  compar i son  to  the  o ther
beas t s ;  c l ea r l y  we  may  deduce  th i s  i s  re fe r r i ng  to
a  l i t e ra l  an ima l  ra ther  than  a  fa l l en  ange l .

Now tha t  we  unders tand  the  l i t e ra l  na tu re  o f  the
serpent  i n  Genes i s  th ree ,  we  can  a l so  unders tand
the  l i t e ra l  na tu re  o f  i t s  pun i shment .   Le t  u s  p ress
deeper  and  a l l ow  the  b ib le  to  pa in t  fo r  u s  a
p ic tu re .    

And I will put enmity
between thee and
the woman…
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“And  the  Lord  God  sa id  unto  the  serpent ,
Because  thou  hast  done  th i s ,  thou  ar t  cursed
above a l l  cat t le ,  and  above  every  beast  o f  the
f ie ld ;  upon  thy  be l ly  sha l t  thou  go ,  and  dus t
sha l t  thou  eat  a l l  the  days  o f  thy  l i fe : ”  (Genes i s
3 : 14  KJV) .   I f  the  se rpen t  i n  th i s  passage  was  the
Satan  o f  Chr i s t i an i ty ,  why  then  wou ld  a l l  snakes  be
cursed  to  the  a fo rement i oned  pun i shments?

In  Chr i s t i an  th i nk ing ,  demon ic  possess i on  i s
aga ins t  the  w i l l  o f  the  possessed ,  resu l t i ng  i n
behav io r  ou t s ide  o f  one ’ s  own  dev ices .   The
Chr i s t i an  m ind  wou ld  seek  l i be ra t i on  f rom  such ,  no t
pun i shment  fo r  deeds  done  i n  the  absence  o f
cho ice .   There fo re ,  even  by  Chr i s t i an  s tandards  we
can  be  su re  tha t  the  se rpen t  ac ted  upon  i t s  own
amb i t i on .   I f  no t ,  t hen  the  pun i shment  decreed
upon  i t  &  a l l  o f  i t s  descendents  i s  un jus t ;  t h i s
cannot  be .
 
We now unders tand  tha t  the  se rpen t  i s  a  l i t e ra l
snake  who  i s  fac ing  l i t e ra l  pun i shment .   So ,  l e t  u s
exam ine  the  ac tua l  passage  i n  ques t i on .   “And  I
wi l l  put  enmi ty  between  thee  and  the  woman,
and  between  thy  seed  and  her  seed ;  i t  sha l l
b ru i se  thy  head,  and  thou  sha l t  bru i se  h i s  hee l . ”
(Genes i s  3 : 15  KJV) .

…and between thy
seed and her seed…
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The  p i c tu re  pa in ted  by  the  Chr i s t i an  i n te rpre ta t i on
of  th i s  passage  wou ld  l ead  us  to  be l i eve  tha t
Jesus ,  s i r ed  by  God  H imse l f  and  b i r thed  f rom  a
v i rg in  (because  on ly  men  have  seed )  c rushes  the
head  o f  the  Dev i l  w i th  h i s  dea th  upon  the  c ross .  
 Th i s  l eaves  us  w i th  one  ques t i on :  I s  th i s  what  the
b ib le  says?

F i r s t l y ,  we  sha l l  exam ine  i f  on ly  a  man  has  seed .  
 Seed  i n  the  con tex t  o f  the  b ib le  re fe r s  to  phys i ca l
o f f spr i ng  o r  descendants .   The  Hebrew word  fo r
seed  i s  zera זרע)  ) .   We  mus t  now ask  our se lves ,
does  zera  appear  e l sewhere  i n  the  b ib le  i n  regards
to  tha t  o f  a  woman?   The  answer  i s ,  o f  course  i t
does !   “And  they  b lessed  Rebekah,  and  sa id
unto  her ,  Thou  ar t  our  s i s ter ,  be  thou  the
mother  o f  thousands  o f  m i l l i ons ,  and  le t  thy
seed זרע)  )  possess  the  gate  of  those  wh ich  hate
them.”  (Genes i s  24:60  KJV) .   Unsurpr i s i ng ly ,  we
see  i n  the  very  same  book ,  the  word  zera  i s  u sed
in  the  con tex t  o f  p rogeny  wh ich  comes  f rom  a
woman ,  name ly  Rebekah .

Second ly ,  l e t  u s  address  the  o ther  a fo rement i oned
seed  i n  ver se  f i f teen .   Befo re  the  woman ‘ s  seed  i s
addressed ,  God  exp l i c i t l y  speaks  to  the  se rpen t
and  i t s  seed .   We  now unders tand  tha t  zera
contex tua l l y  means  o f f spr i ng ,  so  l e t  u s  exam ine
th i s  w i th  the  co lo r  o f  the  Chr i s t i an  i n te rpre ta t i on .   
I f  the  o f f spr i ng  o f  the  woman  i s  Jesus ,  born  o f  a
v i rg in  then  who  i s  the  o f f spr i ng  o f  the  se rpen t?

…it shall bruise thy
head…
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Chr i s t i an  teach ings  sugges t  the  c ruc i f i x i on  was
the  fu l f i l lmen t  to  the  c rush ing  o f  the  head  o f  the
Dev i l ,  synonymous  w i th  the  se rpen t .   There  i s  a
very  b la tan t  p rob lem  here .   The  passage  says  the
serpent ‘ s  o f f sp r i ng ‘ s  head  w i l l  be  c rushed .   Does
th i s  mean  tha t  the  Dev i l  i s  h i s  own  o f f spr i ng?   The
consensus  answer  i s  a  resound ing  “No . ”

What  p i c tu re  then  does  the  tex t  pa in t  fo r  u s  as  the
readers?   The  p i c tu re  i s  tha t  o f  l i t e ra l  c rea tu res ,
w i th  l i t e ra l  o f f sp r i ng ,  fac ing  l i t e ra l  pun i shments  &
a  l i t e ra l  an imos i ty  fo r  one  ano ther .   Th i s  p i c tu re
re tu rns  us  to  tha t  s t range  word  wh ich  was
re fe renced  a t  the  ou t se t ;  oph id iophob ia .   When  we
a l l ow  the  B ib le  to  pa in t  the  p i c tu re ,  i t  a l i gns  w i th
na tu re  &  our  observab le  su r round ings .   In
con t ras t ,  when  the  B ib le  i s  pa in ted  w i th
preconce ived  ideas  the  ou tcome  i s  one  o f
d i sco lo red  confus i on .  

…and thou shalt
bruise his heel.
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I f  I  had  to  p i ck  a  s i ng le  co lo r  w i th  wh ich  the
Chr i s t i an  i n te rpre ta t i ons  o f  the  B ib le  were
pa in ted ;  i t  wou ld  be  red .   I  wou ld  choose  red
because  the  en t i re ty  o f  Chr i s t i an i ty ’ s  p rem i se  i s
h i nged  upon  the  b lood  o f  Jesus .   In  many  Chr i s t i an
c i rc l e s ,  an  i nvocat i on  i n  t ime  o f  t roub le  i s  o f ten
used  i n  wh ich  one  “p leads  the  b lood . ”   Many  hymns
on  a  Sunday  se rv i ce  w i l l  l i ke l y  car ry  a  s im i l a r
morb id  mot i f .   A l l ow  me  to  l i s t  a  few:  I  Know I t
Was  the  B lood ,  Noth ing  bu t  the  B lood ,  Power  i n
the  B lood ,  e t  ce te ra .   So ,  i t  i s  ra ther  ev iden t  tha t
Jesus ’  b l ood  has  a  very  cen t ra l  ro l e  i n  the
mach ina t i ons  o f  the  Chr i s t i an  fa i th ,  bu t  i s  such  an
idea  found  i n  Hebrew Scr ip tu res?   Le t ’ s  see .

F i r s t ,  we  mus t  l oca te  where  the  asse r t i on  o f  th i s
cen t ra l  a ton ing  b lood  i s  l oca ted .   In  the  Greek
New Tes tament ,  we  a re  i n t roduced  to  th i s  ve ry
idea  i n  the  n i n th  chapte r  o f  the  book  o f  Hebrews .  
 I t  reads  as  fo l l ows ,  “And  a lmost  a l l  th ings  are
by  the  law purged  wi th  b lood ;  and  wi thout
shedd ing  of  b lood  i s  no  remiss ion . ”  (Hebrews
9:22  KJV) .   Now tha t  the  red  t i pped  brush  i s
l oca ted ;  do  i t s  s t rokes  pa in t  a  match ing  p i c tu re  
 w i th  tha t  o f  the  Hebrew Scr ip tu res?

“For  the  l i fe  o f  the  f lesh  i s  i n  the  b lood:  and  I
have  g iven  i t  to  you  upon  the  a l tar  to  make  an
atonement  for  your  sou l s :  for  i t  i s  the  b lood
that  maketh  an  atonement  for  the  sou l . ”
( Lev i t i cus  17 : 1 1  KJV) .   We  see  here  the  verse  i n
the  Torah  wherew i th  the  au thor  o f  Hebrews
in tended  to  va l i da te  the i r  c l a im .

For the life of the
flesh is in the blood: 

1 1



At  f i r s t  g lance ,  these  two  passages  may  seem
rather  harmon ious  bu t  they  cou ld  no t  be  more
fundamenta l l y  opposed .   Now i s  the  t ime  when  we
draw upon  our  mos t  impor tan t  co lo r  o f  a l l ,  t he
co lo r  o f  con tex t .

What  i s  the  overa l l  con tex t  o f  Lev i t i cus  chapte r
seventeen?   To  pu t  i t  s imp ly ,  God  i s  l ay ing  ou t  the
spec i f i c  p ro toco l s  regard ing  the  hand l i ng  o f  b l ood .   
Le t  u s  take  one  s tep  back  to  ver se  ten  and  see
what  p i c tu re  the  tex t  i s  pa in t i ng .   “And
whatsoever  man  there  be  of  the  house  of
I s rae l ,  o r  o f  the  s t rangers  that  so journ  among
you ,  that  eateth  any  manner  o f  b lood ;  I  w i l l
even  set  my  face  aga ins t  that  sou l  that  eateth
b lood ,  and  wi l l  cu t  h im  of f  f rom among  h i s
peop le . ”  ( Lev i t i cus  17 : 10  KJV) .   A  much  c l eare r
p i c tu re  i s  now be ing  pa in ted  befo re  us .  
 Con tex tua l l y ,  a tonement  i s  no t  a t  a l l  t he  focus  o f
these  passages  i n  Lev i t i cus  bu t  ra ther ,  the
proh ib i t i on  o f  ea t i ng  b lood .   The  red  co lo red
canvas  i s  now beg inn ing  to  seem much  more  b lack
and  wh i te .

Le t  u s  now tu rn  to  a  more  na tu re  o r i en ted  ou t l ook
upon  these  passages .   When  the  B ib le  s ta tes  tha t
the  l i f e  o f  the  f l e sh  i s  i n  the  b lood ;  how are  we  to
unders tand  th i s ?   We  know f rom  bas i c  b i o l ogy  &
anatomy  tha t  th rough  a  vas t  ne twork  o f  channe l s
ca l l ed  ve ins  and  a r te r i e s ,  b l ood  i s  pumped  by  the
hear t  t o  the  l ungs .

…and I have given
it to you… 
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 Oxygen  f rom  the  l ungs  i s  then  car r i ed  by  red
b lood  ce l l s  t o  a l l  o ther  par t s  o f  the  body .   Th i s
oxygenated  b lood  g ives  the  musc les  s t rength ,
a l l ows  the  m ind  to  th i nk  and  the  eyes  to  see .  
 Natu re  pa in t s  th i s  p i c tu re  i n  per fec t  syn thes i s
w i th  the  Torah .  

Converse ly ,  we  do  see  i n  ve r se  e l even  o f  Lev i t i cus
chapte r  seventeen  tha t  the  b lood  i s  g iven  upon
the  a l ta r  fo r  a tonement ;  bu t  i s  th i s  the  on ly  way  to
a tone?   The  au thor  o f  Hebrews  cer ta in l y  be l i eves
so  and  goes  so  fa r  as  to  s ta te  “w i thou t  b l ood  there
i s  no  rem i s s i on . ”   I s  b l ood ,  i n  fac t ,  the  on ly  means
fo r  a tonement?   Le t ’ s  take  a  l ook .  

“But  i f  he  be  not  ab le  to  br ing  two tur t ledoves ,
or  two young  p igeons ,  then  he  that  s inned  sha l l
b r ing  for  h i s  o f fer ing  the  tenth  par t  o f  an  ephah
of  f i ne  f lour  for  a  s in  o f fer ing ;  he  sha l l  put  no
o i l  upon  i t ,  ne i ther  sha l l  he  put  any
frank incense  thereon :  for  i t  i s  a  s in  o f fer ing . ”
(Lev i t i cus  5 : 1 1  KJV ) .   I n  s imp le  te rms  we  a re
presen ted  w i th  a  c l ear  unders tand ing  tha t  b l ood  i s
no t  exc lus ive ly  necessary  fo r  the  rem i s s i on  o f  s i n s .   
A  very  impor tan t  po in t  we  mus t  unders tand  about
o f fe r i ngs  b rought  i n to  the  temp le  i s  the  l i ve l i hood
of  the  p r i e s thood ;  w i thou t  o f fe r i ngs  they  have  no
food .
 

…upon the altar to
make an atonement…
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  God ’ s  way  o f  cons t ruc t i ng  a  soc ie ty  i s  pe r fec t .  
 When  the  l ay  man  un in ten t i ona l l y  t ransgresses ,
he  may  br i ng  o f  h i s  own  wea l th ,  whether  i t  be
l i ves tock ,  b i rds  o r  f l ou r .   One  def i n i ng
charac te r i s t i c  o f  these  d i f fe ren t  po ten t ia l
o f fe r i ngs  i s  tha t  they  a re  ed ib le  and  w i th in  the
kosher  gu ide l i nes  by  wh ich  a  Jew i sh  person  i s
commanded  to  ea t .   The  l ay  man ’ s  ac t  o f
repentance  and  br i ng ing  o f  h i s  own  wh ich  i n  tu rn
feeds  those  who  do  no t  have  the  same .   I t  i s
d iv i ne ly  i n s t i t u ted  soc ia l  j u s t i ce .   F i na l l y ,  i s  t he
p ic tu re  befo re  us  sp la t te red  w i th  red  o r  i s  i t
l ayered  w i th  the  beauty  o f  a  h igher  soc ie ta l
dynam ic  conce ived  by  the  m ind  o f  God  H imse l f ?
The  B ib le  suppor t s  the  l a t te r .  

…for your souls:
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    To  beg in  th i s  sec t i on ,  l e t  u s  take  a  l ook  i n to  the
f i r s t  book  o f  the  B ib le  to  g ive  our se lves  some
much  needed  con tex t  befo re  we  address  the
presen t  top i c .   In  the  n i n th  chapte r  o f  Genes i s ,
we  read  tha t  God  fo rms  a  covenant  w i th  Noah .  
 Le t ‘ s  exam ine  th i s ,  sha l l  we?   “And God  sa id ,
Th i s  i s  the  token  of  the  covenant  wh ich  I  make
between  me and  you  and  every  l iv ing  creature
that  i s  w i th  you ,  for  perpetua l  generat ions :  I
do  set  my  bow in  the  c loud ,  and  i t  sha l l  be  for  a
token  of  a  covenant  between  me and  the  earth .    
And  i t  sha l l  come to  pass ,  when  I  br ing  a  c loud
over  the  earth ,  that  the  bow sha l l  be  seen  in
the  c loud :  And  I  w i l l  remember  my covenant ,
wh ich  i s  between  me and  you  and  every  l iv ing
creature  of  a l l  f lesh ;  and  the  waters  sha l l  no
more  become a  f lood  to  dest roy  a l l  f lesh . ”
(Genes i s  9 : 12 - 15  KJV) .   We see  i n  ve ry
unamb iguous  te rms  tha t  God  g ives  a  s ign  to  make
ev iden t  H i s  covenant  w i th  Noah  and  u l t imate ly  a l l
mank ind .   When  i t  ra i n s  on  a  fa i r l y  sunny  day  &
l igh t  re f rac t s  th rough  the  water  d rop le t s ,  we  see
a  beaut i fu l  ra i nbow;  a  s ign  o f  God ’ s  mercy  i n  l i eu
of  j udgment .  

 Therefore the
Lord himself… 
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    You  may  be  ask ing ,  why  i n t roduce  a  sec t i on
about  a  v i rg in  b i r th  w i th  a  fu l l  pa ragraph  about
the  ra inbow i n  Genes i s ?   We l l ,  t he re  i s  a  method
to  the  madness .   The  Hebrew word  fo r  s ign  i n
Genes i s  9 : 12  &  I sa iah  7 : 14  a re ,  i n  fac t ,  one  i n  the
same .   The  word  ot אות)  )  means  a  s ign ,  s igna l  o r  a
d i s t i ngu i sh ing  mark .   Why  i s  th i s  o f  such
re levance?   Grea t  ques t i on !   Th i s  i s  re l evant
because  the  concept i on  o f  a  v i rg in  i s  no t  a  s ign .  
 The  impor tance  o f  a  s ign  i s  tha t  i t  func t i ons  as  a
v i s ib l e  d i s t i ngu i sher  o r  rem inder .   In  the  case  o f
I sa iah  7 : 14 ,  i t  i s  t he  l a t te r :  a  rem inder .   Le t  u s
exam ine  th i s  passage  more  c l o se ly .

   “Therefore  the  Lord  h imse l f  sha l l  g ive  you  a
s ign ;  Beho ld ,  a  v i rg in  sha l l  conce ive ,  and  bear
a  son ,  and  sha l l  ca l l  h i s  name Immanue l . ”
( I sa iah  7 : 14  KJV) .   Desp i te  the  fac t  tha t  th i s  i s  a
c lear  m ins t rans la t i on ,  l e t  u s  exam ine  what  the
K ing  James  Vers i on  wr i tes ,  a s  i t  s t i l l  can  be  eas i l y
d i sm i s sed .   Con tex tua l l y ,  the  se t t i ng  o f  th i s
chapte r  i s  dur i ng  the  re ign  o f  K ing  Ahaz .   Anyone
who  has  s tud ied  the  B ib le  w i l l  be  we l l  aware  tha t
Ahaz  was  no t  a  very  r igh teous  k i ng  o f  Judah .  
 Dur i ng  h i s  re ign ,  the  two  k i ngdoms  o f  Syr ia  and
the  nor thern  k i ngdom of  I s rae l  were  a t tempt ing  to
s i ege  the  sou thern  k i ngdom of  Judah .   Ahaz ,
na tu ra l l y ,  was  qu i te  fear fu l  &  God  d i spa tched  H i s
fa i th fu l  se rvant  I sa iah  to  tend  to  Ahaz ’  angs t .

 …shall give you
a sign… 
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    When  I sa iah  a r r i ves ,  the  two  men  engage  i n  a
somewhat  hea ted  a rgument  d i sp lay ing  God ’ s
w i l l i ngness  to  keep  the  p rom i se  made  to  Dav id ;  t o
pro tec t  h i s  house ‘ s  c la im  to  the  th rone .   On  the
o ther  hand ,  Ahaz  d i sp lays  h i s  d i sbe l i e f  and  l ack
of  t rus t  i n  the  A lm igh ty .   Now th i s  b r i ngs  us  to  the
moment  o f  the  four teen th  verse .   I sa iah  i s  the  one
who  i s  speak ing  and  v ia  a  p rophet i c  word  he
assures  Ahaz  tha t  God  w i l l  p rov ide  a  s ign  o f
de l i ve rance  desp i te  h i s  d i sbe l i e f .   I s  th i s
de l i ve rance  f rom  s i n  o r  e te rna l  he l l f i r e?   No .   Th i s
de l i ve rance  i s  f rom  the  two  a fo rement i oned
k ingdoms  o f  I s rae l  and  Syr ia :  a  p resen t  and  qu i te
ex i s ten t i a l  t h rea t  i n  the  p resen t  con tex t  o f  the
chapter .   I f  the  s ign  to  comfor t  Ahaz  was  tha t  o f
a  v i rg in  woman  becom ing  p regnant  seven  hundred
years  i n  the  fu tu re ,  i n  what  way  wou ld  tha t  g ive
any  sense  o f  comfor t  t o  k i ng  f i l l ed  w i th  fear  &
doubt?   The  shor t  answer  i s  tha t  i t  wou ld  no t .

 …Behold, the
young woman… 
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    Now,  l e t  u s  exam ine  what  the  s ign  t ru ly  i s ,
sha l l  we?   In  the  fo l l ow ing  verses  we  read  what
exac t l y  the  s ign  en ta i l s  and  i t  i s  exp la ined  as
fo l l ows ;   “But ter  and  honey  sha l l  he  eat ,  that  he
may know to  refuse  the  ev i l ,  and  choose  the
good .   For  before  the  ch i ld  sha l l  know to  refuse
the  ev i l ,  and  choose  the  good,  the  land  that
thou  abhorres t  sha l l  be  forsaken  of  both  her
k ings . ”  ( I sa iah  7 : 15 - 16  KJV) .   

Bear  i n  m ind ,  the  con tex t  o f  th i s  chapte r  i s  a
conversa t i on  be tween  r igh teous  I sa iah  and
wicked  Ahaz  so  the  s ign  needs  to  be  someth ing
phys i ca l ,  tang ib le  and  read i l y  apparen t  to
con t i nua l l y  rem ind  Ahaz  o f  Judah ’ s  impend ing
sa lva t i on .   The  ch i l d  i n  ques t i on  i s  I sa iah ’ s  ve ry
own  and  see ing  as  I sa iah  h imse l f  was  a  b lood
re la t i ve  o f  Ahaz ,  he  wou ld  have  been  o f ten  i n  o r
a round  the  pa lace .   Th i s  goes  to  show,  tha t  the
s ign  i s  the  phys i ca l  matu r i ty  o f  the  ch i l d .   A  ch i l d
i s  no t  tha t  o ld  befo re  he  o r  she  beg ins  to
unders tand  the  d i f fe rence  be tween  good  o r  bad
and  w i th  th i s  p rophet i c  word ,  I sa iah  i s  re lay ing  to
Ahaz  tha t  by  the  t ime  th i s  ch i l d  can  te l l  t he
d i f fe rence ,  the  th rea t  o f  the  two  k i ngs  w i l l  have
ended .   Th i s  i s  made  exp l i c i t  by  the  ea t i ng  o f
bu t te r  and  honey .   Bu t te r  and  honey  a re  foods
eaten  i n  peace  t ime  see ing  as  churn ing  c ream,
cu l t i va t i ng  bees  o r  p rocess i ng  da tes  a re  no t
ac t iv i t i e s  one  does  wh i l s t  under  s i ege .   So ,
I sa iah ’ s  u se  o f  l uxur i ous  food  coup led  w i th  the
ch i ld ’ s  age  a re  a  poe t i c  way  o f  assu r i ng  k i ng
Ahaz .

 …is with child,
and she will bear
a son… 
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 P rev ious ly  i n  th i s  book ,  we  have  exam ined  the
top ic  o f  b l ood  and  the  au thor  o f  Hebrews ’
asse r t i on  tha t  i t  i s  t he  exc lus ive  veh ic l e  o f
a tonement .   Now,  l e t  u s  de lve  i n to  a  para l l e l  t op i c
tha t  i s  cons tan t l y  warped  &  m i scons t rued  by  the
Chr i s t i an  vo i ce  o f  i n te rpre ta t i on .   The  se t t i ng  o f
th i s  exeget i ca l  i s sue  can  be  found  i n  the  f i f ty -
th i rd  chapte r  o f  the  book  o f  I sa iah .   There in ,  the
Chr i s t i an  au thors  o f  the  New Tes tament  make  the
c la im  tha t  the  who le  o f  the  mess ian i c  m i s s i on  i s  t o
take  the  fo rm  o f  a  su f fe r i ng  se rvant  &  d ie  as  a
ransom fo r  the  s i n s  o f  a l l  human i ty .   No  Chr i s t i an
wou ld  dare  d i sagree  w i th  the  s ta tement  I  have
jus t  made .   There  i s  on ly  one  p rob lem,  th i s  i s  no t
a t  a l l  t he  con tex t  o f  I sa iah  f i f ty - th ree ,  much  l e s s
the  exp lanat i on  o f  the  mess ian i c  m i s s i on .   Le t  u s
d ive  i n !

Befo re  we  can  beg in  to  unders tand  the  con tex t  o f
the  f i f ty - th i rd  chapte r  o r  the  iden t i t y  o f  th i s
se rvant ,  we  need  to  be  fam i l i a r  w i th  the  con tex t
o f  the  chapte r s  wh ich  p recede  i t .   So ,  l e t  u s
consu l t  I sa iah  on  th i s  ve ry  mat te r .   I f  I  cou ld  ask
h im  myse l f ,  I  wou ld  imag ine  the  exchange  go ing
someth ing  l i ke  th i s ,  “Excuse  me !   Mr .  I sa iah  ben
Amoz ,  s i r .   Who  i s  the  se rvant  you  wro te  about  i n
your  f i f ty - th i rd  chapte r? ”   I sa iah  confused ly
responds ,  “Oh ,  we l l ,  t ha t  i s  a  ra ther  s imp le
ques t i on  to  answer  i f  you  read  the  chapte r s
beforehand .   Le t  me  show you“ .   He  wou ld  then
page  th rough  the  book  un t i l  he  reaches  the
four ty - f i r s t  chapte r  where  he  wou ld  c i t e  the
e igh th  verse ,  “But  thou ,  I s rae l ,  art  my  servant ,
Jacob  whom I  have  chosen ,  the  seed  of
Abraham my f r iend . ”  ( I sa iah  41 :8  KJV)

 …But he was
wounded… 
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After  a  few moments ,  I  wou ld  k i nd ly  re to r t
“Sure ly ,  you  don ’ t  expec t  me  to  be l i eve  j u s t  one
proof tex t ,  do  you? ”  He  wou ld  then  page  th rough
to  the  four ty - th i rd  chapte r  and  quo te  the  f i r s t
ver se ,  “But  now thus  sa i th  the  LORD that
created  thee,  O  Jacob,  and  he  that  formed
thee,  O  I s rae l ,  Fear  not :  for  I  have  redeemed
thee,  I  have  ca l led  thee  by  thy  name;  thou  ar t
mine . ”  ( I sa iah  43 : 1  KJV)  and  he  wou ld  con t i nue
to  verse  ten .   “Ye  are  my wi tnesses ,  sa i th  the
LORD,  and  my servant  whom I  have  chosen :
that  ye  may know and  be l ieve  me,  and
unders tand  that  I  am he:  before  me there  was
no  God  formed,  ne i ther  sha l l  there  be  af ter  me .
I ,  even  I ,  am the  LORD;  and  bes ide  me there  i s
no  sav iour . ”  ( I sa iah  43 : 10- 1 1  KJV) .   He  wou ld
look  up  and  w i th  a  r igh teous  sm i l e  wou ld  ask ,  “ I s
tha t  c l ear? ”

“No”  I  wou ld  respond .   “ I  th i nk  you  shou ld
e labora te  fu r ther . ”

“Oh ,  we l l  a l r igh t . ”   He  wou ld  then  concerned ly
page  th rough  the  nex t  few chapte r s  and  de l i ve r
mu l t i p l e  c i ta t i ons ,  such  as…  “Yet  now hear ,  O
Jacob  my servant ;  and  I s rae l ,  whom I  have
chosen :”  ( I sa iah  44: 1  KJV) ,  “For  Jacob  my
servant ' s  sake ,  and  I s rae l  m ine  e lect ,  I  have
even  ca l led  thee  by  thy  name:  I  have  surnamed
thee,  though  thou  hast  not  known me .”  ( I sa iah
45:4  KJV) ,  “And  sa id  unto  me,  Thou  ar t  my
servant ,  O  I s rae l ,  i n  whom I  w i l l  be  g lor i f ied . ”
( I sa iah  49:3 )

 …because of our
transgressions… 
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 Then  f i na l l y ,  I  wou ld  sm i l e  and  say  “Thank  you .  
 Tha t  was  mos t  he lp fu l  and  you  were  abundant l y
c lear  tha t  I s rae l  i s  t he  se rvant  o f  God  i n  whom He
de l igh t s .   Bu t  can  I s rae l  rea l l y  be  the  su f fe r i ng
servant? ”   I sa iah ’ s  face  wou ld  d rop  i n
se r i ousness .   “My  peop le  have  su f fe red  th rough
ex i l e s ,  two  temp les '  des t ruc t i ons ,  ho locaus t s ,
pogroms ,  c rusades ,  ghe t tos ,  m i s s i l e s  f rom
Hezbo l l ah ,  fo rced  convers i ons ,  expu l s i ons  f rom
Spa in  &  Eng land  as  we l l  a s  base less  ha t red  v ia
the  med ia  even  un t i l  t h i s  ve ry  day .   We  su f fe r  a t
the  hands  o f  the  na t i ons  a round  us  and  we  mus t
bear  the i r  i nhumane  t ransgress i ons .   Bu t ,  we  do
so  hopefu l l y  awa i t i ng  the  day  tha t  ou r  G-d  b r i ngs
us  back  to  our  l and  and  the  who le  wor ld  sha l l  see
tha t  we  a re  h i s  w i tnesses  and  we  a re  h i s  se rvant .   
And  on  tha t  day ,  the  na t i ons  w i l l  f l ow  to
Jerusa lem  &  to  the  ho ly  mount  as  the  Torah  sha l l
go  fo r th  f rom  Z ion  and  we  sha l l  be  redeemed . ”

“Amen”  I  wou ld  say ,  w i th  tear  f i l l ed  eyes .  
 “Amen . ”  

In  the  f i f ty - second  chapte r ,  we  a re  shown  who  i s
speak ing  i n  the  who le  o f  chapte r  f i f ty - th ree  and
no ,  i t  i s  no t  the  Jews ,  i t  i s  no t  I sa iah  &  i t  i s  no t
God .   So ,  who  i s  i t ?   I t  i s  t he  k i ngs  o f  the  na t i ons ,
as ton i shed  a t  the  redempt ion  o f  God ’ s  se rvant ,
I s rae l .  “ ​So  sha l l  he  s tar t le  many  nat ions ;  k ings
sha l l  shut  the i r  mouths  at  h im;  for  that  wh ich
had  not  been  to ld  them sha l l  they  see ;  and  that
which  they  had  not  heard  sha l l  they  perce ive .   ​
Who has  be l ieved  our  report?  and  to  whom i s
the  arm of  the  Lord  revea led?”  ( I sa iah  52 : 15-
53 : 1 ) .  

 …he was bruised
because of our
iniquities… 
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 There fo re ,  we  can  conc lus ive ly  unders tand  tha t
the  t rangress i ons  o f  u s ,  the  non jew i sh  peop les  a re
the  su f fe r i ngs  wh ich  the  se rvant  o f  God  mus t
endure .  Am ids t  a l l  t he  a t roc i t i e s  tha t  we  as  the
nat i ons  o f  the  wor ld  p i l e  on to  the  Jew i sh  peop le ,
u l t imate ly  v ia  the i r  n igh  coun t l e s s  h i s to ry  o f
su f fe r i ng  &  oppress i on , they  w i l l  u l t imate ly  repent .
The  su f fe r i ng  o f  the  Jews  a t  the  hands  o f  the
nat i ons  i s  a  condu i t  by  wh ich  the  repentance  o f
I s rae l  sha l l  occur .  A  so lemn  tu rn ing  back  to  God  &
H i s  covenant  He  made  w i th  them a t  S ina i .
U l t imate ly ,  when  the  redempt ion  comes ,  we  w i l l  a l l
see  the  e r ro r  o f  ou r  ways  and ,  as  dear  I sa iah
sa id ,  f l ock  to  the  Lo rd ’ s  mount  as  To rah  goes
fo r th  f rom  Z ion .

 …his sufferings
were that we
might have
peace… 

23



my
hands &
feet

06

25



In  the  co lo r  o f  con tex tua l i za t i on ,  the re  i s  nex t  to
no th ing  more  scanda lous  than  de l ibe ra te ly
chang ing  the  words  o f  ano ther  to  f i t  one ' s  own
nar ra t i ve .   I f  you  have  made  i t  t h i s  fa r  i n to  th i s
humb le  l i t t l e  book le t ,  t hen  I  am  cer ta in  you  have
been  s ta r t l ed  a t  the  Chr i s t i an  co lo r i za t i on  tha t  i s
shame less l y  sc r ibb led  a l l  over  the  co rpus  o f  the
Hebrew Scr ip tu res .   We l l ,  I  have  good  news ,  th i s
chapte r  w i l l  be  no  d i f fe ren t .   In  the  twenty-
second  chapte r  o f  the  book  o f  Psa lms ,  we  see
what ,  a t  f i r s t  g lance ,  may  l ook  l i ke  a  very  exp l i c i t
re fe rence  o r  even  p rophecy  to  Jesus '  dea th  upon
the  c ross .   Bu t ,  j u s t  l i ke  every  o ther  re fe rence  we
have  tack led  thus  fa r ,  we  need  to  i n spec t  th i s
sc r ibb le  w i th  c l o se r  con tex tua l  sc ru t i ny .   Le t ' s  do
i t !

“For  dogs  have  compassed  me:  the  assemb ly  o f
the  wicked  have  inc losed  me:  they  p ierced  my
hands  and  my feet . ”  (Psa lm 22 : 16  KJV) .   Aga in ,
as  we  see  here  accord ing  to  the  K ing  James
Vers i on ,  the  psa lm i s t  (Dav id )  i s  mak ing  a
prophet i c  l i nk  to  Jesus ,  ev i l doers  a re  su r round ing
h im  and  c l ear l y  hammer ing  the  na i l s  i n to  h i s  hands
and  fee t .   Aha !   Case  c l o sed !   No t  so  fas t ,  says  I ;
no t  so  fas t .   I f  one  can  read  Hebrew,  he  o r  she
w i l l  qu i ck ly  come  to  the  conc lus i on  tha t  th i s  i s ,  i n
fac t ,  a  b la tan t  and  i n ten t i ona l  ch r i s to l og ica l
m i s t rans la t i on .   In  the  Hebrew,  the  word  here  tha t
the  K ing  James  Vers i on  renders  as  p i e rced  i s  k 'a r i
( י אר כּ )  wh ich  every  Hebrew speaker  knows  to
mean  " l i ke  a  l i on " .

 …For dogs have
surrounded me… 
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Now,  a l l ow  us  to  exam ine  how th i s  ve r se  i s
t rans la ted  accord ing  to  Jew i sh  t rans la to r s .   "For
dogs  sur round  me;  the  assemb ly  o f  the  wicked
enc i rc le  me;  they  se ize  my hands  and  my feet
l i ke  a  l i on . "  (Psa lm 22 : 17  JPS) .   As  we  can  see ,
the  Jew i sh  t rans la t i on  renders  the  Hebrew i n  a
much  more  t rue  to  fo rm  manner .   A l though ,  you  as
the  reader  may  be  ask ing ,  "How can  I  t rus t  e i the r
one  o f  these  t rans la t i ons? "   We l l ,  I  am  t ru ly  g lad
you  asked  because  th i s  i s  where  my  favor i t e  co lo r
sh ines ,  the  co lo r  o f  con tex t  wh ich  pa in t s  the
p ic tu re  o f  p roper  exeges i s .

In  th i s  chapte r  o f  Psa lms ,  Dav id  i s  wa i l i ng  over
the  fac t  tha t  he  i s  a lways  fac ing  such  oppos i t i on .   
These  a re  h i s  hear t fe l t  c r i e s  to  the  One  who
seems  to  be  h i s  l a s t  hope  and  on ly  f r i end ,  h i s  God .   
So ,  l e t  u s  see  i n  o ther  ver ses  su r round ing  th i s
one ,  what  type  o f  l anguage  Dav id  uses  to
descr ibe  these  adversar i e s  and  i f  i t  more  c l o se ly
a l igns  to  the  Chr i s t i an  o r  Jew i sh  render ings  o f
th i s  ve r se .

"They  gaped  upon  me wi th  the i r  mouths ,  as  a
raven ing  and  a  roar ing  l i on . "  (Psa lm 22 : 13  KJV) .   
Here ,  we  f i nd  someth ing  t ru ly  s t r i k i ng ,  on ly  th ree
verses  p r i o r  t o  the  verse  i n  ques t i on ,  we  see  tha t
Dav id  ca l l s  h i s  opponents  a  l i on .   Tha t  i s  qu i te
cur i ous .   I  wonder  i f  we  w i l l  see  th i s  same
language  anywhere  e l se  i n  th i s  chapte r .

 …a band of
evildoers has
encompassed me… 
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"De l iver  my sou l  f rom the  sword ;  my  dar l i ng
f rom the  power  of  the  dog .   Save  me f rom the
l ion ' s  mouth :  for  thou  hast  heard  me f rom the
horns  o f  the  un icorns  (w i ld  oxen) "  (Psa lm 22 :20-
21  KJV) .   Wel l ,  we l l ,  we l l ,  wou ld  you  l ook  a t  tha t?   
I t  seems  on ly  four  passages  a f te r  ou r  ver se  i n
ques t i on ,  we  f i nd  tha t  Dav id  uses  the  exac t  same
an ima l i s t i c  metaphors  tha t  he  used  i n  ver se
s i x teen .   He  l i kens  the  oppresso r s  aga in  to  a  dog ,
a  l i on  and  an  ox ,  wh ich  was  a l so  a  metaphor
u t i l i zed  i n  ve r se  twe lve .   "Many  bu l l s  have
compassed  me:  s t rong  bu l l s  o f  Bashan  have
beset  me round . "  (Psa lm 22 : 12  KJV) .   So ,  over
and  over  i n  the  very  same  chapte r ,  we  see  tha t
Dav id  i s  u s i ng  these  w i ld  ravenous  an ima l s  as
metaphors  fo r  the  opponents  tha t  so  vehement l y
an tagon i ze  h im .   Th i s  i s  i n  no  way  a  p rophecy ,  bu t
ra ther  the  despera te  c r i e s  o f  an  ho ly  man ,
a f f l i c ted  by  oppresso r s  who  sought  to  harm  h im .

Bu t  wa i t ,  t he re  i s  more !   Th i s  i s  fa r  f rom  the  on ly
chapte r  i n  the  Psa lms  where  Dav id  u t i l i zes  the
metaphor  o f  a  l i on  to  desc r ibe  h i s  pe r secu to r s ,
and  what  i s  mos t  su rpr i s i ng  i s  tha t  these  o ther
i n s tances  a re  a lways  t rans la ted  p roper ly .   Le t  u s
exam ine  these  together .   "O  Lord  my God,  i n
thee  do  I  put  my  t rus t :  save  me f rom a l l  them
that  persecute  me,  and  de l iver  me:  Les t  he
tear  my sou l  l i ke  a  l i on ,  rend ing  i t  i n  p ieces ,
wh i le  there  i s  none  to  de l iver . "  (Psa lm 7 : 1 -2
KJV) .

 …like a lion… 
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"He  ( the  wicked  man)  l ie th  i n  wa i t  secret ly  as  a
l ion  i n  h i s  den :  he  l ie th  i n  wa i t  to  catch  the
poor :  he  doth  catch  the  poor ,  when  he  draweth
h im in to  h i s  net . "  (Psa lm 10 :9  KJV)

"They  ( the  wicked  that  oppress  me)  have  now
compassed  us  i n  our  s teps :  they  have  set  the i r
eyes  bowing  down to  the  earth ;  L ike  as  a  l i on
that  i s  greedy  of  h i s  prey ,  and  as  i t  were  a
young  l i on  l u rk ing  in  secret  p laces . "  (Psa lm
17 : 1 1 - 12  KJV)

"Lord ,  how long  wi l t  thou  look  on?  rescue  my
sou l  f rom the i r  ( they  that  f ight  aga ins t  me)  
 dest ruct ions ,  my  dar l i ng  f rom the  l i ons . "  (Psa lm
35: 17  KJV)

"My sou l  i s  among  l i ons :  and  I  l i e  even  among
them that  are  set  on  f i re ,  even  the  sons  o f
men,  whose  teeth  are  spears  and  arrows,  and
the i r  tongue  a  sharp  sword . "  (Psa lm 57 :4  KJV)

"Break  the i r  teeth ,  O  God,  i n  the i r  mouth :
break  out  the  great  teeth  o f  the  young  l i ons ,  O
Lord . "  (Psa lm 58 :6  KJV)

I  wou ld  say ,  i t  i s  now abundant l y  c l ear  tha t  over
and  over  th roughout  the  Psa lms ,  bo th  p r i o r  t o  and
af te r  the  twenty-second ,  Dav id  i s  desc r ib i ng
h imse l f  a s  be ing  a t tacked  and  ensnared  by
oppresso r s  who  a re  ana log i zed  w i th  an ima l i s t i c
metaphors .   The  u t i l i za t i on  o f  l i ons  t ime  and  t ime
aga in  s tands  as  con tex tua l  p roof  tha t  the  Jew i sh
t rans la t i on  s tands  as  the  more  l eg i t imate .  

 …at my hands and
feet... 
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L ions ,  bears  and  l eopards .   Oh  my !   What  do  these
th ree  an ima l s  have  i n  common?   They  a re
metaphors  fo r  k i ngdoms  as  desc r ibed  i n  the
seventh  chapte r  o f  the  ho ly  book  o f  Dan ie l .   Why
am I  wor r i ed  about  k i ngdoms  i n  a  sma l l  chapte r
t i t l ed  " son  o f  man"?   We l l ,  na tu ra l l y  because  they
are  the  focus  o f  the  p re requ i s i t e  con tex t  tha t  w i l l
co l o r  th i s  h igh ly  d i spu ted  chapte r .

" I  saw in  the  n ight  v i s ions ,  and ,  beho ld ,  one
l i ke  the  Son  of  man  came wi th  the  c louds  o f
heaven,  and  came to  the  Anc ient  o f  days ,  and
they  brought  h im  near  before  h im . "  (Dan ie l  7 : 13
KJV) .   In te res t i ng ly ,  we  see  tha t  the  "S "  i n  the
word  son  i s  rendered  w i th  a  cap i ta l  l e t te r  i n  the
K ing  James  Vers i on .   Th i s  i s  no  doubt  a
chr i s to l og ica l  i n se r t i on ,  see ing  as  the  Hebrew
language  has  no  cap i ta l  l e t te r s  bu t  th i s  i s  bes ide
the  po in t  o f  the  shor t  sc ru t i n i za t i on .   The
Chr i s t i an  unders tand ing  o f  th i s  ve r se  te l l s  u s  tha t
Jesus ,  as  the  "Son  o f  man"  r ides  upon  the  c l ouds
to  God  and  rece ives  a l l  au thor i ty  wh ich  p roves
tha t  he  i s ,  i n  fac t ,  the  Jew i sh  mess iah .   Does  th i s
unders tand ing  o f  th i s  ve r se ,  much  l e s s  the
chapter  as  a  who le ,  ho ld  water?   We  sha l l  see .

 … I saw in the
night visions... 
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In  the  th i r teen th  passage  o f  Dan ie l  seven ,  we
were  i n t roduced  to  a  f igu re  desc r ibed  as ,  " l i ke
the  Son  o f  man"  bu t  what  does  i t  mean  to  be  " l i ke
the  Son  o f  man?"   Le t  u s  consu l t  t he  p rev ious
passages  i n  th i s  chapte r  where  o ther  ana log ies
are  u t i l i zed .   F i r s t l y ,  i n  the  four th  ver se ,  what  do
we  f i nd?   "The  f i r s t  was  l i ke  a  l i on ,  and  had
eag le ' s  w ings :  I  behe ld  t i l l  the  wings  thereof
were  p lucked,  and  i t  was  l i f ted  up  f rom the
earth ,  and  made s tand  upon  the  feet  as  a  man,
and  a  man ' s  heart  was  g iven  to  i t . "  (Dan ie l  7 :4
KJV) .   Here  we  f i nd  a  beas t  wh ich  r i ses  f rom  the
sea  and  i t s  desc r ip t i on  i s  a r t i cu la ted  to  be  " l i ke  a
l i on  w i th  eag le ' s  w ings "  bu t ,  what  cou ld  tha t
poss ib ly  mean?   We  w i l l  f i nd  tha t  answer  i n  t ime ,
bu t  f i r s t ,  l e t  u s  con t i nue .

"And  beho ld  another  beast ,  a  second,  l i ke  to  a
bear ,  and  i t  ra i sed  up  i t se l f  on  one  s ide ,  and  i t
had  three  r ibs  i n  the  mouth  o f  i t  between  the
teeth  o f  i t :  and  they  sa id  thus  unto  i t ,  Ar i se ,
devour  much  f lesh . "  (Dan ie l  7 :5  KJV) .   As  we
press  on  i n  ou r  read ing ,  we  come  to  f i nd  tha t  now
the  second  beas t  i s  desc r ibed  i n  a  very  s im i l a r
manner ;  " l i ke  to  a  bear . "   Aga in ,  why  i s  th i s  so
c ryp t i c?   We  mus t  con t i nue  on .

"After  th i s  I  behe ld ,  and  lo  another ,  l i ke  a
leopard ,  wh ich  had  upon  the  back  of  i t  four
wings  o f  a  fowl ;  the  beast  had  a l so  four  heads ;
and  domin ion  was  g iven  to  i t . "  (Dan ie l  7 :6  KJV) .   
Yet  aga in ,  we  a re  g ree ted  w i th  the  same  rhe to r i c ,
" l i ke  a  l eopard . "   I t  seems  the  chapte r  i s  u t i l i z i ng
a  common  theme  here .

 … and behold with
the clouds of the
heaven... 
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The  ma in  ques t i on  we  now have  to  answer  i s ,
what  i s  th i s  theme?   We  aga in  sha l l  consu l t  t he
seventh  chapte r  o f  the  book  o f  Dan ie l  fo r  the  key
to  th i s  door .   "These  great  beasts ,  wh ich  are
four ,  are  four  k ings ,  wh ich  sha l l  a r i se  out  o f
the  earth . "  (Dan ie l  7 : 17  KJV) .   A t  l a s t ,  we  f i na l l y
have  some  semb lance  o f  an  idea  regard ing  what
these  s t range  beas t l y  v i s i ons  a re ,  k i ngs ,  o r  more
accura te ly ,  k i ngdoms  tha t  w i l l  r i se  up  and  ho ld
power  over  the  known  wor ld  th roughout  h i s to ry .  
 Chr i s t i ans  and  Jews  a l i ke  agree  upon  the
in te rpre ta t i on  o f  these  k i ngdoms  and  the i r
co r respond ing  beas t l y  coun te rpar t s .   The  w inged
l i on  i s  tha t  o f  Baby lon ,  the  bear  w i th  the  th ree
r ibs  c l enched  i n  i t s  j aws  i s  Medo-Pers ia ,  the  four
headed  l eopard  i s  Greece  and  the  four th
indescr ibab le  ten-horned  beas t  i s  Rome .   In
success i on ,  these  four  k i ngdoms  oppressed  and
made  war  aga ins t  I s rae l  and  her  peop le .   The
fo rmer  and  the  l a t te r  bo th  hav ing  des t royed  the
two  temp les  wh ich  s tood  i n  Je rusa lem .   So ,  now
that  we  have  some  much  needed  con tex t ,  how do
we  i n te rpre t  the  f i f th  par t  o f  the  v i s i on ,  the  one
" l i ke  the  Son  o f  man"?   T ru ly ,  th i s  i s  now qu i te
s imp le .   The  con tex t  o f  the  chapte r  thus  fa r  i s
tha t  o f  k i ngdom be ing  succeeded  by  k i ngdom.  
 There fo re ,  a f te r  the  l ong  and  dreadfu l  re ign  o f
the  i ndescr ibab le  four th  k i ngdom,  i t  becomes
ev iden t  tha t  the  mess ian i c  e ra  comes  i n to  v i ew .

Now,  th i s  i s  where  th i ngs  ge t  t r i cky .   Remember ,
there  a re  no  cap i ta l  l e t te r s  i n  the  Hebrew
language ,  so  why  i s  " l i ke  the  Son  o f  man"  used?

 …  one like a son
of man was
coming... 
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I t  i s  u sed  aga in  as  a  metaphor ,  p la i n l y  and  s imp ly .   
A l though ,  th i s  metaphor  i s  u sed  to  desc r ibe  the
hum i l i t y  and  l ow ly  na tu re  o f  th i s  f i na l  k i ngdom
wh ich  s tands  befo re  the  Anc ien t  o f  Days .   How do
I  know th i s ?   Easy !   The  B ib le  te l l s  u s  so .   "And
there  was  g iven  h im domin ion ,  and  g lory ,  and  a
k ingdom,  that  a l l  peop le ,  nat ions ,  and
languages ,  shou ld  serve  h im:  h i s  domin ion  i s  an
ever las t ing  domin ion ,  wh ich  sha l l  not  pass
away,  and  h i s  k ingdom that  wh ich  sha l l  not  be
dest royed . "  (Dan ie l  7 : 14  KJV) .   Here ,  i n  the  nex t
passage  we  read  tha t  dom in ion  and  g lo ry  i s  g iven .   
I f  g l o ry  and  dom in ion  need  to  be  g iven ,  tha t
means  i t  was  no t  possessed  p r i o r .   B r i ng  aga in
in to  m ind  the  desc r ip t i on  o f  the  p r i o r  k i ngdoms
and  the i r  desc r ip t i ons ,  a  w inged  l i on ,  a  bear ,  a
l eopard  and  a  ten-horned  mons te r  w i th  i r on  tee th .   
These  a re  c rea tu res  w i th  immense  power  and
m ight .   In  the  humb le  m ind  o f  Dan ie l ,  t hese  a re
the  m igh t i e s t  c rea tu res  o f  p rey  tha t  the  wor ld  has
to  o f fe r  a t  the  t ime .   Any  one  o f  these  when  faced
of f  aga ins t  a  s imp le  son  o f  a  man  (human  be ing )
cou ld  eas i l y  r i p  h im  l imb  f rom  l imb .   To  th i s ,  t he
skept i c  o f  my  pos i t i on  may  say ,  "We l l  su re ,  bu t
how do  you  know ' son  o f  man '  means  a  human
be ing?"   Once  aga in  I  say ,  easy !   The  B ib le  says
so .   "And  he  sa id  unto  me,  Son  of  man,  s tand
upon  thy  feet ,  and  I  w i l l  speak  unto  thee . "
(Ezek ie l  2 : 1  KJV) .   You  may  be  ask ing ,  "How does
th i s  c i ta t i on  p rove  your  po in t ,  S teve?"   Here  i s
how.   In  the  book  o f  Ezek ie l ,  God  ca l l s  h im  " son  o f
man"  n i ne ty - th ree  t imes .   Yes ,  you  read  tha t
cor rec t l y .   N ine ty - th ree  t imes !  

 …and he came up
to the Ancient of
Days... 
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I f  one  i s  fam i l i a r  w i th  the  book  o f  Ezek ie l ,  t hen
tha t  i nd iv idua l  knows  tha t  some  o f  the  th i ngs
Ezek ie l  was  shown  i n  h i s  v i s i ons  were  some  o f  the
mos t  ex t ravagant  p rophet i c  i n s tances  i n  a l l  o f  the
Hebrew sc r ip tu res .   Some  examp les  i nc lude ,  the
d iv ine  char i o t ,  t he  b luepr i n t s  fo r  the  th i rd  temp le ,
the  va l l ey  o f  d r i ed  bones  and  many  more .   So ,  i n
o rder  to  ma in ta in  a  sense  o f  human i ty  and
hum i l i t y  i n  Ezek ie l ' s  psyche ,  God  re fe r s  to  h im  as
" son  o f  man . "   Th i s  shows  h im  tha t  desp i te  a l l  o f
these  u t te r l y  s tupendous  v i s i ons ,  he  i s  s t i l l  bu t  a
man  and  no th ing  more .   He  i s  no t  an  ange l ,  a
dem igod  o r  much  l e s s  the  One  T rue  God  H imse l f .  
 God  i s  rem ind ing  Ezek ie l  over  and  over  aga in ,
tha t  he  i s  bu t  the  son  o f  a  man ,  a  human  be ing
and  i t  i s  a  l e s son  we l l  l ea rned .   We  know f rom  the
Torah ,  tha t  the re  i s  an  u l t imate  uncrossab le  vo id
between  tha t  o f  human  and  o f  God ' s  s i ngu la r
d iv i n i ty .   God  makes  tha t  chasm abundant l y  c l ear
i n  the  book  o f  Numbers .   "God  i s  not  a  man,  that
he  shou ld  l ie ;  ne i ther  the  son  o f  man,  that  he
shou ld  repent :  hath  he  sa id ,  and  sha l l  he  not  do
i t ?  or  hath  he  spoken ,  and  sha l l  he  not  make  i t
good?"  (Numbers  23 : 19  KJV) .   A l so ,  v ia  h i s
se rvant  Dav id  He  conf i rms  tha t  re l i ance  upon
human  powers  amounts  to  on ly  fu t i l i t y .   "Put  not
your  t rus t  i n  pr inces ,  nor  i n  the  son  o f  man,  i n
whom there  i s  no  he lp .   H i s  breath  goeth  for th ,
he  returneth  to  h i s  ear th ;  i n  that  very  day  h i s
thoughts  per i sh . "  (Psa lm 146:3-4  KJV) .   I n  the
gospe l s ,  Jesus  i s  ca l l ed  the  son  o f  man  e igh ty -one
t imes .   In  s ta rk  con t ras t ,  t he  Psa lm i s t  makes  c l ear
f rom  whom h i s  he lp  comes .   "My he lp  cometh
from the  LORD,  wh ich  made heaven  and  earth . "
(Psa lm 12 1 :2 ) .

 …and they
brought him near
before him... 
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Now,  as  we  reach  the  conc lus i on  o f  ou r  exeget i ca l
j ou rney ,  a l l ow  me  to  t i e  th i s  chapte r  toge ther .   I
have  demons t ra ted  ra ther  exhaus t i ve ly  tha t  the
con tex t  o f  Dan ie l ' s  seventh  chapte r  i s  tha t  o f
k i ngdoms  l i kened  un to  m igh ty  c rea tu res .   F rom
th i s  we  can  then  deduce  tha t  the  f i f th ,  one  l i ke  a
son  o f  man  charac te r  i s  a l so  a  k i ngdom.   Un l i ke
the  m igh ty  p redato ry  beas t s ,  th i s  k i ngdom i s
l i kened  un to  bu t  a  l ow ly  human ,  com ing  w i th  the
c louds  show ing  f rom  where  h i s  he lp  comes .   I t
comes  f rom  the  A lm igh ty .   The  f i r s t  fou r
k ingdoms ,  they  t rus t  i n  the i r  own  power  and
m ight .   They  bu i l d  go lden  s ta tues  i n  the i r  own
honor  bu t  u l t imate ly ,  the i r  dom in ion  and  power
are  s t r i pped .   So ,  as  we  see  th i s  f i na l  k i ngdom,
the  mess ian i c  k i ngdom,  the  r igh teous  remnant  o f
I s rae l  who  t rus t s  i n  God  a lone ;  they  a re  u l t imate ly
redeemed  and  to  them i s  g iven  the i r  ances t ra l
home land ,  the i r  i nher i tance  and  the  g i f t  o f  a  th i rd
temp le  rebu i l t .   Th i s  a l l  cu lm ina tes  i n  an  e ra  o f
unprecedented  wor ld  peace  where in  ten  men  f rom
every  na t i on  and  l anguage  grab  aho ld  o f  the  hem
of  the  Jews ’  garments  and  say  "Take  us  wi th
you ,  for  we have  heard  that  God  i s  w i th  you . "
(Zechar iah  8 :23 )

 …And there was
given him
dominion... 
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afterword

​Adm i t ted ly ,  I ’ ve  on ly  known  the  au thor  o f  “The
Chr i s t i an  Co lo r i ng  Book”  fo r  a  shor t  wh i l e .  S t i l l ,  i t
has  become  i nc reas ing ly  apparen t  to  me  tha t  S teve
E i senhauer  i s  one  o f  the  mos t  b r i l l i an t  m inds  o f  ou r
genera t i on  on  the  sub jec t  o f  Chr i s t i an  vs .  Jew i sh
theo logy .

Upon  f i r s t  meet i ng  S teve ,  he  shared  w i th  me  how he
grew up  i n  the  pen tecos ta l  church  and  devoted
much  o f  h i s  l i f e  to  se rv ing  Jesus .  He  fa i th fu l l y
a t tended  se rv i ces ,  s tud ied  the  b ib le  fe rven t l y  and
even  became  a  you th  pas to r .

Had  i t  no t  been  fo r  one  o f  h i s  church  co l l eagues
prompt ing  h im  to  l ook  fo r  b ib l i ca l  p roof  tha t  the
v i rg in  b i r th  s to ry  i n  the  book  o f  I sa iah  was
fo re te l l i ng  the  com ing  o f  Jesus ,  S teve  may  have
never  found  the  t ru th  o f  the  One  T rue  God  o f  the
Hebrew Scr ip tu res .

Thanks  to  h i s  impress ive  i n te l l ec t ,  and  h i s  ta l en t  fo r
d igg ing  up  h idden  t ru th ,  S teve  rea l i zed  the
Chr i s t i an  i n te rpre ta t i on  o f  I sa iah  7 : 14  i s  no th ing
more  than  a  hoax  perpe t ra ted  on  coun t l e s s ,
unsuspec t i ng  be l i evers  th roughout  the  cen tu r i e s .
He ’ s  come  a  l ong  way  s i nce  tha t  reve la t i on  and  we
can  a l l  be  g ra te fu l  fo r  the  we l l -honed  know ledge
and  w i sdom he  shares  i n  “The  Chr i s t i an  Co lo r i ng
Book , ”  as  we l l  a s  on  h i s  popu la r  You tube  channe l ,
“The  Exodus  P ro jec t . ”

    by  Luanne  "Ann ie"  Hunt
D i rector  o f  T rue  God  Seekers

Fe l lowsh ip ,  Inc .  



continued
​You  can  be  su re  S teve  l e f t  no  s tone  un tu rned  when
wr i t i ng  th i s  book ,  wh ich  i l l um ina tes  the  shame less
and  shock ing  l i e s  o f  Chr i s t i an i ty  no  one  shou ld
ignore .  I t  a l so  o f fe r s  seekers  and  fo l l owers  o f  the
One  T rue  God  the  mos t  conc i se ,  accura te  and
met i cu lous ly  researched  i n fo rmat i on  ava i l ab le  fo r
persona l  g rowth ,  as  we l l  a s  coun te r -m i s s i onary
work .


